EXHIBIT H



Northern RI Chapter 737 Trout $nlimited
C/O Roland C. Gauvin

2208 Mendon Rd.

Cumberland, RI 02864

September 22, 2008

US Environmental Protection Agency

Clerk of the Board Environmental Appeals Board
Colorado Building

1341 G Street N.W., Suite 600

Washington, DC20005

Re: NPDES Permit No. MA0102369

Dear Sirs:

The Northemn RI Chapter 737Hearby contests the draft permit for the Upper Blackstone Water
Pollution Abatement District 50 Route 20 Millbury, MA 01527.

In response to

Comment; #A7: Trout Unlimited commented that the permit should address concerns with aluminum

toxicity.

Response #A7: We agree that aluminum toxicity is a potential concern. The final permit contains a
monitoring requirement in order to obtain more information relative to the potential to violate receiving
water criteria for aluminum. If the data indicates that there is a reasonable potential to violate receiving
water criteria, future permit actions will include an aluminum limit.

In Comment #D2:EPA should utilize effluent data collected as part of the bioassay testing to determine
whether reasonable potential exists for the UBWPAD facility to cause or contribute to water quality
violations for additional pollutants. Since EPA does not enter pollutant data collected as part of the
bioassay testing into ICIS, RIDEM was unable to evaluate reasonable potential for the following
pollutants: Chromium, lead, nickel, and aluminum. At a minimum, based on typical lead levels seen in
effluent from Rhode Island waste water treatment facilities, it appears that the UUBWPAD would have
“reasonable potential” for lead and therefore would require lead limits. To ensure that bioassay
pollutant monitoring data is readily available for review, RIDEM requests that EPA. lists the pollutants
monitored during the bioassay testing in Partl1 A1 of the permit.

Response#D2: We reviewed the bioassay reports from 2005 and 2006. The effluent chromium data are
all below detection levels (detection levels ranged from 5-10 ug/1) and well below the applicable
ambient criteria values in state standards. The effluent nickel data ranged from 5-20 ug/l which also is
well below ambient criteria values. The effluent lead data are all below detection levels( detection
levels ranged from 5-10 ug/l).

However the detection levels are higher than the ambient criteria values. Consequently we have




y

included a monthly lead monitoring requirement in the final permit, with a quantification level of 0.5
ug/l in order to be able to assess the need for a permit limit in future permit action. Effluent aluminum
levels are of concern. Effluent values ranged from 70-240 ug/l. As indicated in response #A7, we have
included a monthly monitoring requirement for aluminum in the final permit. A permit limit will be
established if the data indicate a reasonable potential to exceed criteria.

We concur that requiring reporting of selected effluent data from bioassay testing on Discharge
Monitoring Reports ( in addition to submitting the information to EPA in a separate report) would make
it easier to review these results. Copper, zinc, cadmium, aluminum, and lead are all required to be
monitored more frequently than quarterty. Accordingly, for these metals, the final permit requires that
the effluent results from the WET tests must be included in the required discharge monitoring reports.
For nickel, a quarterly monitoring requirement has been included in the final permit in order that the
effluent results for nickel from the WET tests are also included in the required discharge monitoring
reports.

It is our contention that aluminum limits should be set at this time because in Response#A7 it states
that limits will be set if data indicates that there is a potential to violate receiving water criteria. In
Response#D?2 it is stated that effluent levels of aluminum are of concem. Quote “Effluent values
ranged from 70-240 eg/l. Because of these levels and documentation in exhibits A an B that
substantiate that aluminum levels in this range are detrimental to the reproduction of salmonids. We
implore the EPA to set discharge limits for aluminum and urge EPA to advocate for the use of
technology that does not use aluminum oxide in the remediation of nitrogen discharge. We have
invested much time money and effort in our project to bring fish ladders to the Blackstone and return
anadromous fish to the river. Aluminum discharge at the current levels by the UBWPAD are
unacceptable and discharge limits should be set at this time.

Roland C. Gauvin

fn RI chapter 737 Trout Unlimited
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